Relevance of Somatostatin Receptors and Other Peptide Receptors in Pathology.
Receptors for regulatory peptides can be overexpressed by several diseases, in particular by neoplasms. This review summarizes the current status of knowledge in this field, on the basis of in vitro receptor studies and with emphasis on receptors for somatostatin as well as for substance P (SP), vasoactive intestinal polypeptide (VIP), and cholecystokinin. It evaluates the existing and potential clinical implications of the findings for diagnosis and therapy and discusses the role of the pathologist in this context.